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4 A Srienrifc Look at rhe Deeply Se/f Satisfed \X/orld nf Personal Ads
t

t
?o rhe early days of personal classif ied advert ising, editors may have puzzled over

whether to put the ads in the For Sale or the Help 'Wanted section. In the last decade

or so, though, personal ads have become a publishing inst i tut ion. \7hich suggests that

there has been an explosion in the number of self-described "wittyi '  "smart j '  'br iginal j '

' t reative" people who unfortunately dont have the t ime to be witty, smart, original or

creative, at least in the personal ads they write.

The vast personal-ad landscape is l ike Lake \Wobegon-where al l  the women are

strong and the men good-looking. But the specif ic nature of the superiori ty varies from

publication to publ icat ion. To simpli fy the process of f inding a mate while checking

the movie l ist ings, we fed 60 ads seeking men and 60 ads seeking women into a power-

ful computer and came up with the archetypal personal ad for each of three publica-

t ions we intend to look at when we begin to feel "hungry for commitmentl '*

New York Mogozine

SUCCESSFUL MD-35,  handsome,  f i t ,

gentle, l ikes theater and f ine dining, seeks

attract ive, intel l igent, caring woman for

serious relat ionship. Photo, please.

FUN LOVING, SLIM, BRIGHT-Female

professional, 42, very pretty, loves good

music, seeks warm Jewish man, 39-)3,
with sense of humor. for a committed re-

lat ionship. Photo.

The New Yo* Review of Books

HANDSOME PROFESSOR- D\7M. 47.

ATTRACTIVE, SMARI PROFESSION-
AL-S\78 43, loves l ife and the arts,
seeks d ivorced or  widowed man,  45-55,
with a good sense of humor who enjoys
music. For mutual support through life's
daily struggles.

The Yilloge Yoice
SN7M businessman, 38, 5'10'i handsome,
sincere, enjoys traveling. Seeks warm F,
25-35, for intimate encounters. Photo,
please.

NYC area, warm, enjoys classical music S\Xzn aZ, tall, attractive, bright and affec-

and ballet. I seek a bright, loving, very tionate. Seeks sincere, intell igent SM for
attractive woman, 3t-45, for a sincere, grox'ing& chailengingrelationship. Photo,
evolving relat ionship. please - Seth Rctberts
.Erch  rvc r rc r  i s  I ) rscd  on  20  .andomly  sc le . rec l  ac ls .  F r rs t ,  thc  contcn ts  o ic rch  rd  werc  reduccd ro  l i ve  caregor ics :  l \ ' { t .  You,  A ! : ( ,  Us  (sh i r  we $r l l

d o r g c t h c r ) r n c l k P l } ' ( r h e ( y P c o i r c P l v d e s ' r e d ) ' T h e n r h c c o n r c n r s o | f t s c t r r e g o r i e s r r c r c s o r r c c l

caregor ies .  i l r  ins rancc ,  sc rc  e rch  sor ted  in to  R lsumi ,  Looks ,  Penonr l i ry r  L ikcs  an<1 Oi le r  Then.  !vhcrevcr  poss ib le .  tbe  subcategor ics  werc  d rv ided

Thc conten ts  o f  R isumi  rvc rc  sor red  in rc  i \ l r r i r i l  S r r rus .  Re l ig ron .  Race,Job.  Incomc,  Smok lng  St ! tus .  Educat ion  and so  on :  Looks  qas  d i r idcd  In to

Ovcn l l  Aaraer ivencss ,  Shrpe.  He igh t  rnd  so  on  I  Pcrsona l r rv  q  as  d iv ided in r ;  In tc l l igcnce,  Sense o f  Humor  Conf idencc ,  Psych ia r r i c  S tarus ,  T fe i rment

o t  Others .  Energr  Socrx l  In rc l lgen(c ,  Po l i t i cs  rnd  Orher  \vhen rhe  sor t ing  rv rs  hn isbed.  the  avcragc  number  o f  i tems !n  c ich  o f rhe  broadest

. r rego. 'es  (  N lc ,  \ t ,u ,  c r r .  )  s  rs  derc rn iocd .  
' l  

h tn .  the  rver rge  number  o f  i t cms in  e rch  subtaregory  (R isuna,  e rc .  )  sas  dc tc rmincc i .  Then,  lo r  each

subcr rcgory ,  rhc  most  popuhr  subsubcarcgor i ts  rvere  chosen.  based on  rhc  avcr rge  number  o t  i rcms pcr  rd  in  rhe  subcatcgory  For  e rch  o f the  choscn

s u b s u b c a t c q o r i e s .  r h c  m o s r  I r r q u e n r  o r  d r c  n t c l i r n  i t e m  w a s  d e t e r m i n e d .  W a f n ; n g :  D o r n g  s u c h  c x l c u l i t i o n s  i n  r  c a l i  m a y  b e  c m b r r r r s s i n g .

" 0 L r t t n  C r 0 s E  [ 0 0 t t - A r . r I t  S t t t t s  J | | t c H A t t  D o u c L A s  T y p [ "
Lines fram Actual New York Personal Ads Ve Neuer Answered

"U'm al  Pr ince "{ I 'ml  compared f re-  "Cybi l l  Shepherd "Female Robinson
Char les look-al ike" quent ly wi th L iza look-al ike.  .  .  seeks her Crusoe -  seeks her

Minnelli" Addison" man FridaY"' l I h a v e a l K o s e -

anne Bar i  type of  
'Jewish 'Ken' .  

.  . look- "Loni  Anderson " [ I  have]  Bi l ly  Joel
body" ing for  

'Barbie" '  
look-al ike- look- looks"

' ' { lm 
al  Char les Cerebral  l ta l ian f^ql"^ l - j ly  

B"t  ' [ lm 
al  Garry shan-

Bronson look-al ike" Tarzan. .  .  seeks in-  Keynolos 
dl inu c lone'

" [ l 'm]  supposedly a 
te l lectualJane" "Tot ie Fie lds is  . .o^:

cuter Donard Suther- "Gordilox seeks u".il 
' '"'" " 

J;P.eYe 
lookin8 for

land type" BeardlessJewish , , { I ,m 
al  Dust in . , I I ,m 

anl  Arthur
"Punch. .  .  seeks Man- 

Bear"  iof r rnun c lone tonly #; i l l .  toot  - r l ; t  . ,
hattan Judy" "Sweet Potato seeks taller)"

"{t r,a,el urvt Couch Potato' "r'm an aggressive, .!# il[t$:t" 
t"t

Mark Goodman's "U'm al  Herman body-bui ld ing Bette
looks" Munster look-alike" Midler" Charles Kadoo

oui'ilt'tV"Y'(l
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