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Vhe adverr.ising business is fond of grouping magazines demo- the use of adjectives and adverbs" ), a Jargon Index ('h Jargon
graphically-that is, according to how rich or poor or acquisi- Index of gte^tet than 0.5 indicates jargon is being used too
tive or educated a given magazine's aveta3e reader is. (By way heavily"), sentence-strucrure recommendations and a list of
of illustration, the average Vanity Fair rcader might own a words to review ("words...that may be negative, jargon, collo-
really cool stereo and have a median household income o{ say, quial fslang), misused, misspelled or frequently not understood").
$14,000, plus tips.) But while demographic studies can reckon S/e selected a wide variery of writing samples and fed them
what kind of vacation a reader takes and what sort of beer he into rhe Rightr$Triter program. While we're not at all sure we're
drinks, they dont indicate the reader's, um, reading level. ready to throw away our blue pencils, RightrD7riter did make us

But now, thanks to computer technology, there exists a tool to think long and hard about all those "negative words" we've been
calibrate the complexiry and sophistication of any writer's work. using. And it made us see our colleagues in magazine and book
It's a piece of software called RightVriter, and its creators intend publishing through new eyes: specifically, we've stopped reading
thatitbeusedfor editing. Oneofthewaysiteditsistohelpfully the stories of Raymond Carver (who wrotg we now know, for
sPew out a number-the "Readability Index"-that fixes the firstgraders),infinitelypreferringournewsubscriptionstoJaggs
number of years of education a reader will need to understand and Vrutling Fury (suitable for a more sophisticated, ninth-
a particular piece of writing. A Readabiliry Index of 8.2, for ex- grade audience).
ample, says that you are writing for an eighth-grade reader. r$7hat follows is fught\tr7riter's ranking of 29 published
Right$/riter also calculates a Strength Index ('a measure of the writers according to their academic standing.
strength of the writing style"), a Descriptive Index ('h measure of - Brian Beatty, ruith Seth Roberts andJoe Ma$rianni

Tltlo Thc Virufn&r
&lhc Raymond Caner

Prbl. Knopf
Dob 198f

Tlfl,r Ann Landes
Ardrs Ann Landers

Pl|lL Nrs YorL Nwdzy
Dor Februaty 1989

lltb Bnfrc of tbc Vaxitiu
Autc Tom Volfe

hbl. farar Straus &
Giroux

D.i 1987

?rh Dear Abby
&ltor Abigail Van Buren

Prbl. Nru YoA Nwilz1
Dotr February 1989

Tlrb Song: "Basia"
Allhor Andrew Abrahams

?uba, Peth
Dcr January 1989

TlrLr Media Penon
Aillo Iewis Grossberger

?rbL 7 Dayt
Dot. February 1989

llrb 'A Pair ofAces: all
about mo varmint
hunting superstars..."

Arthc J. D.Jones (handgun
editor)

?ubl. Gnt et Hntirg
Dotr January 1989

lldr Beat
Artha Glenn O'Brien

?tbL latwiru
Dot February 1989

lltb "!fho Pays for Vhat"
&ilpr unknown

Pvrbl. Mod.n Blidg
Dcr Febroary 1989

Tltb (Irtter to spy)
Alrhc Gore Vidal

Publ. sPY
Dot March 1989

0.00 Use more
preposr
tional
phrases,

0.00 Review the
use ofex-
clamation
points,

0.00

0.00 Use less
slang and
more positive
wording.

0.00

0.30 Use less wordy
phrases, more
common words
and less slang.

0.00

Ttdr Liz Smith
Adrq Liz Smith

Pvf,lJ, Dai$Nrut
Dotr February 1989

Tlrb TRB: 'Late Rerorns"
&ttq Hendrik Herrzberg

?fil, Tbc Nru Repillic
Dcr April 1989

fh|r ScrewYou: "Fear
ofFrequent Flying'

Artha Al Goldstein
?rbl. Sreu
Dotr February 1989

Tldr "Doctor: Cocaine kills
pain"

furlnr Hugh lTright
PrbL USATirdcy
Dctr February 1989

lldr La Dolce Musto
Arthc Michael Musto

?tbl. Tbc Villagc Vohc
Dob February 1989

Tlrb "Thepirls of Dairyland"
Arrtlrc Justin Vest

?tbl. Jtggt
Dor February 1989

Thb Miss Manoers
Althc Judith Martin

Pv[I, DaillNrus
Dotr February 1989

Tlt|r Social Srudies
&[tc Jamcs Rcron

Publ. Nry Yorh Nrusday
Dotr February 1989

llrh "Ibrry Taylor: Cham-
pionship Bound"

Artlpr Dan Laible
?6L VnslingFw1
Dcr Aprit 1989

lltb Editor's Lerer:
"Man in Motion"

Allhc TinaDrown
?fiL Vafiy Fair
Dotr February 1989

0.00 Use fewer
cliches.

8.65 0.00

8.91 0.78 Use more
posrflve
wording,

9.2/| 0.00

Tltlo The Current Cinema:
'Srunt"

Arnts Pauline Kael
?tH. TbeNwYrhr
Dcra February 1989

lltb Oo My Mind:'Somc-
dring Is Happening"

Arthq A. M. Rosenthal
?cbl. TbeNeYrhTinq
Doi. March 1989

Tlrb TR3: "Fear of Flying'
Ardrs Michael Kinsley

FlArl. TbeNruRcpfilic
Dorr September 1988

Ttrb "Paraguays Republic
of Fear"

Althc (editorial)
?ubl. ThcNcuYofiTima
Dorr February 1989

Tlrb Suzy
Arthq Aileen Mehle

?tbl, NruYrhPott
Dot January 1989

llrb "TheRigbtsof
Gotbachw"

&ths L F, Stone
?vbl, TbcNwYrAkvicu

of Boohs
Dotr February 1989

llrb "Cineplex and Loms
in Clash ofTitans. . . "

Ardrc Jim Robbins
?tbl. Vailay
Dotr January 1989 '

Tlth "Vhereb the LETS
HAVE LUNCH Key?"

Arthu Btian Beatty et al.
ftrbl, sPv
Dotr Scptembcr 1989

lltlo BriefEncounter:
"Retrospccrivd'

Arthc Vince Aleai
lubl. Voicc lltrary

S4plnmt
Dot'r March 1989

0.27 Use less
slang and
more com-
mon words.

0.00 Use the ac-
tive voice
and shorter,
simpler
senteoces.

0.00

0.)9 Use more
posirive
wording.

0.26 Use fewer
weak phrases
and less ambig-
uous wording.

0.00

11.22

12.14 O.23

12.27 0.23

13.A 0.36

13.75 0.00

t'1.t0 0.61

f .ot

7.01

7.08 0.00

7.6E 0.00

7,81 0.48 Tly to use
more simple
sentences.

9.t8

9.52 0.32

9.56 0.00

9.59 0.00

9.69 0.80 "The writing
contains a
good deal of
jargon."
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